The CASE of the Free Di/tilers, 
With Reference to the 


Drawing and Diſtilling of Spirits 
from MALT. 


F it ſhall confiſt with the Wildom of Parliament to 
Reſtrain that Conſumption of Corn, which of late 
hath been in this Kingdom, by Diitilling, to any 

_ certain Yearly Iimitted quantity of Malts, then it is 

humbly propoſed, That the Benefit of the Working of 

ſuch limitted quantity of Malts, may not be coniined to 
any Small Number of Mn, whoare now in that way of 
| Trade, but that all Free Diftil-rs may ( according to their 

Ancient and Unqueſtionable Right of Working ) have 

free liberty to Share 1n the Benefits thereof : 


And that for the Reaſons following. 


I. The preſent Body of the Free Diſtillers conſiſts of 
above Four Hundred Members, and the Number of the 
Perſons now ufing the Malt Diſtilling Trade, are but 
few ( if any ) above Twenty, and ſome of chem no Free 
Diſtillers, but Interlopers, and others Excite-men ; and 
how great a Hardſhip may it be eſteem'd, that 1o great a 
part of the Diſtillers Trade ſhould be Confined and A1- 
ſured to ſo Small a Number, and they {ſuch Perſons ? 


IT. The Confinement of Diſtilling from Malt to this 
Small Number of Men, will unavoidably greatly En- 
courage and Facilitate the Perſons concerned therein, in 
their Combining and Contederating together, in ſetting 
(almoſt) what Prices they pleaſe, both upon the Mialts 
fit for their Ule and Purpole, and the Spirits Drawn 
from thoſe Malts , to the great Prejudice, not only, of 
all others Concern d in the Irade, but allo of the King's 
Subjects in general. 


This being Matter of Fact, it 1s hambly hoped, That 
this Honourable Houle will Direct nothing in this: 
Weighty Afﬀair, that ſhall be Injurions to the 
Society of the Free Diſtiller «. 
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